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WASHINGTON â��Â BureauÂ of Indian Affairs Director W. PatrickÂ RagsdaleÂ today
announcedÂ thatÂ  heÂ has appointedÂ Vicki L. Forrest as theÂ new deputy director for theÂ BIAâ��s
Office of TrustÂ  Services. Forrest, an enrolledÂ memberÂ of theÂ Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma,
cameÂ toÂ theÂ BIAÂ  from theÂ Interior Departmentâ��s Office of theÂ Special Trustee for American
Indians (OST).

â��I am pleasedÂ Vicki ForrestÂ has joinedÂ theÂ BIAâ��s management team as theÂ Deputy Director
for TrustÂ Services,â��Â RagdaleÂ said. â��SheÂ is an ableÂ Federal Indian trustÂ administrator who
will bringÂ  strongÂ oversight andÂ accountability experience to herÂ newÂ position.â��

ForrestÂ has aÂ backgroundÂ in accountingÂ andÂ IndianÂ trust management for both
herÂ tribeÂ andÂ OST. Prior to herÂ currentÂ appointment, sheÂ hadÂ servedÂ since March of
2004Â as theÂ Regional FiduciaryÂ  TrustÂ AdministratorÂ for OSTâ��s Eastern
OklahomaÂ andÂ PacificÂ regions. As such, sheÂ oversawÂ theÂ  regionsâ�� Fiduciary Trust Officers by
providingÂ administrativeÂ andÂ programmaticÂ guidance relatingÂ to Indian assets
andÂ monitoringÂ theÂ management of such assets toÂ ensureÂ their appropriateÂ protection,
accountingÂ andÂ disbursement.

â��WorkingÂ for theÂ betterment of Indian peopleÂ has been aÂ tenet of my professional career,â��Â 
ForrestÂ said. â��I am grateful for theÂ opportunity to leadÂ theÂ BIAâ��s OfficeÂ of TrustÂ Services
for theÂ  benefit of all tribal andÂ individual Indian trustÂ beneficiaries.â��Â 

From OctoberÂ 2002Â toÂ March 2004, ForrestÂ servedÂ as aÂ Trust Reform Specialist within OSTâ��s
offices in Albuquerque, N.M., whereÂ sheÂ providedÂ technical assistanceÂ in supportÂ of aÂ variety of
Indian trustÂ management improvement projects. SheÂ also appliedÂ herÂ financial andÂ accountingÂ 
expertiseÂ toÂ theÂ successful resolution of problems relatedÂ toÂ implementingÂ trust reforms andÂ 
coordinatedÂ theÂ accrual of resources andÂ otherÂ supportÂ toÂ accomplish theÂ projectsâ�� goals.

In April 2002, ForrestÂ joinedÂ OST as an accountantÂ whereÂ sheÂ developedÂ accountingÂ policies
andÂ  procedures for OST financial systems, ensuredÂ thatÂ such policies andÂ procedures wereÂ inÂ 
compliance with governmental policies, standards, applicableÂ laws, regulations andÂ precedentÂ 
decisions, andÂ servedÂ as aÂ team memberÂ for reviewing, evaluatingÂ andÂ developingÂ newÂ 
procedures for OSTâ��s Trust Funds AccountingÂ System (TFAS).
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